1716                      WAR   MEMOIRS

of the role which would now have to be played by
the President of the United States. He admitted

the fact, which he regretted. He said
Hesitant war he had not wished it. I imagine that
rtktoj* m what he said represents very much the

feeling of thinking men here. , The
United States entirely against its own will has been
driven into the War, partly by the peril in which
the cause of democracy was placed and partly by
the individual wrongs perpetrated by Germany
against the United States. Suddenly after going
into war the United States realises the immense
importance and the great gravity of the situation.
A very strong element in the public is urging the
Government that it is hopeless to fight against
the predominance of Germany in Europe, that the
United States should keep all their resources for
their own defence and assume in the new world the
same predominance assumed by Germany in the
Old. Voices came from some of the Allies claiming
that they had borne the burden and heat of the
day for the sake of the United States Government
and that the United States Government was under
the sacred obligation of repaying the debt. To this
it is urged in reply that it would have been perfectly
easy for the United States to admit the legality of
submarine warfare as a new form of warfare for
which there was no precedent and to hold aloof from
the European contest. It is to be expected that
at the first disaster these voices will become louder
and more insistent. The extraordinary openness
and boldness of the German language Press leaves
no room for doubt what will be the attitude of
Germans and pro-Germans here. Their power is
already shown in the outbreaks in the labour world.